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Introduction

—~ B

Education and Culture
Lifelong learning programme
COMENIUS

A Journey to the Magic World

THE PARTICIPATING COUNTRIES: Turkey (The Coordinator), Poland,
Italy, Spain.

The schools participating in the project:

Yunus Emre Ortaokulu (TURKEY)

S z kad*gdstawowa nr 9 im. Ma r i browskisj (POLAND)
Istituto Comprensivo Giovanni Paolo Il (ITALY)

Cra Las Villuercas (SPAIN)

The project is about sharing natural and cultural heritage of different
countries. Our aim is gaining knowledge and experience about different
cultures and countries. The project involves traveling to cities around our
own city and eating a famous traditional food, visiting one historical place
and seeing one natural beauty of each city. At the end of the journey,
partner countries will exhibit the photos that have been taken during the
journey together. Partner schools introduce their hometown and their
region ( cities in the neighbourhood) under the heading of historical and
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cultural heritage, natural beauty and traditional food. A travel brochure
involving journey notes and photos will be made. So that the experiences
and knowledge about the beauties of countries will be transferred to the
next generations.

Chapter 1
Sicily

1. About Italy

Italy (Italian: Italia) is a country in Southern Europe. Together with
Greece, it is acknowledged as the birthplace of Western culture. Not
surprisingly, it is also home to the greatest number of UNESCO World
Heritage Sites in the world. High art and monuments are to be found
everywhere around the country.

It is also famous worldwide for its delicious cuisine, its trendy fashion
industry, luxury sports cars and motorcycles, diverse regional cultures
and dialects, as well as for its beautiful coast, alpine lakes and mountain
ranges (the Alps and Apennines). No wonder it is often nicknamed the
Bel Paese (the Beautiful Country).

Two independent mini-states are surrounded entirely by Italy: San
Marino and Vatican City. While technically not part of the European
Union, both of these states are also part of the Schengen Area and the
European Monetary Union.
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http://www.italia.it/en/home.html
http://wikitravel.org/en/Italian_phrasebook
http://wikitravel.org/en/Greece
http://wikitravel.org/en/UNESCO_World_Heritage_List
http://wikitravel.org/en/UNESCO_World_Heritage_List
http://wikitravel.org/en/San_Marino
http://wikitravel.org/en/San_Marino
http://wikitravel.org/en/Rome/Vatican
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Italy is, for the most part, a peninsula situated on the Mediterranean Sea,
bordering France, Switzerland, Austria, and Slovenia in the north. lItaly,
which is boot-shaped, is surrounded by the Ligurian and the Tyrrhenian
Seas to the west, the Mediterranean and lonian Seas to the South, and
the Adriatic Sea to the East.

Italian is the official language spoken by the majority of the population,
but as you travel throughout the country you will find that there are
several distinct Italian dialects depending on the region you're in. French
is spoken in the northwest and German in the northeast. Italy has a very
diverse landscape, but can be primarily described as mountainous,
including the Alps and the Apennines mountain ranges that run through
the vast majority of it. Two major islands are part of this country:
Sardinia, which is an island off the west coast of Italy, and Sicily, at the
southern tip (the "toe") of the boot.
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http://wikitravel.org/en/France
http://wikitravel.org/en/Switzerland
http://wikitravel.org/en/Austria
http://wikitravel.org/en/Slovenia
http://wikitravel.org/en/Sardinia
http://wikitravel.org/en/Sicily

Sicily is a land of extremes and contrasts, a magnification of all things
Italian.

It is also an island of enormous intensity, a concentrated distillation of
history, architecture and gastronomic delights, where incandescent
volcanoes light up the night skies, mountain ranges jostle for supremacy,
and where the sea has sculpted a coastline of stunning variety and
beauty.

With its wonderful climate, Sicily is eminently visitable all the year round
and each season has its own distinctive charm.

There is always something to do, whether it be lounging on golden
beaches, hiking in the mountains, visiting ancient archaeological sites,
skiing on Mount Etna or shopping in Palermo6 s f as hi onabl e bou

Wherever you turn you w3000yeassefcistery i d e n c
as the strategic crossroads of Europe. Nowhere else have Phoenicians,

Greeks, Romans, Arabs, Normans, French, Germans, Spanish, Italians,

and even the British, left such an enormous collective legacy. The island

IS a vast open-air museum, a testament to nearly every Mediterranean

civilisation of the past.

Sicily is the largest island in the Mediterranean, and the largest region in
I'taly. | t 6 si moasc ktead sved hand pl aces to
expect to Adoo it all in one go.
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http://www.thethinkingtraveller.com/thinksicily/guide-to-sicily.aspx
http://www.thethinkingtraveller.com/thinksicily/guide-to-sicily/food-and-wine-in-sicily/sicilian-recipes.aspx
http://www.thethinkingtraveller.com/thinksicily/guide-to-sicily/general-information/the-climate-in-sicily.aspx
http://www.thethinkingtraveller.com/thinksicily/guide-to-sicily/geography-of-sicily/beaches-in-sicily.aspx
http://www.thethinkingtraveller.com/thinksicily/guide-to-sicily/geography-of-sicily/beaches-in-sicily.aspx
http://www.thethinkingtraveller.com/thinksicily/guide-to-sicily/areas-of-natural-beauty.aspx
http://www.thethinkingtraveller.com/thinksicily/guide-to-sicily/Archaeological-sites-in-sicily.aspx
http://www.thethinkingtraveller.com/thinksicily/guide-to-sicily/areas-of-natural-beauty/mount-etna.aspx
http://www.thethinkingtraveller.com/thinksicily/guide-to-sicily/towns-and-cities-in-sicily/palermo.aspx
http://www.thethinkingtraveller.com/thinksicily/guide-to-sicily/Sicilian-history.aspx
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2. Trips

Catania - in the shadow of Mount Etna

Catani a i secon8 ilapgest gityy swvith a population of around
300,000. It lies on the lonian Sea, under the shadow of Mount Etna,o r A A
Munt agnao as the | ocal s rpmesentrandthastoi t . M

a large extent shaped both the history and the actual existence of
Catania. On several occasions volcanic eruptions destroyed the city, the
most devastating of which happened in the 17th Century. In 1669
Catania was covered in lava and then, just 24 years later in 1693 an
earthquake shook the town down to its foundations.

The reaction to this latter catastrophe was amazing: the entire old part of
town was rebuilt in Baroque style, with large, wide open squares and
avenues. The most remarkable aspect, however, was the building
materi al used: | ava! Catania is essenil

world for this.
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http://www.thethinkingtraveller.com/thinksicily/guide-to-sicily/areas-of-natural-beauty/mount-etna.aspx

An ideal starting point would be the main square, Piazza Duomo.

This delightful square and all its surroudning buildings was designed by
one man, Giovanni Battista VVaccarini .

In the centre of the piazza is the city's most memorable monument, the
smiling Fontana dell’Elefante (Fountain of the Elephant; 1736). This
comical statue is composed of a naive elephant, dating from the Roman
period, surmounted by an improbable Egyptian obelisk. The elephant,
with its upturned trunk, is known locally as Liotru and is the symbol of the
City.
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The Cathedral, dedicatedto St. Agat a, the <cityds patro
the site of an 11th Century church that was almost entirely destroyed in

the 1693 eruption. Its replacement is a very impressive, imposing

Baroque structure that incorporates some Roman columns taken from

the amphitheatre. These are not the only Roman elements, however, as
underneath are some Roman baths. Inside, the Baroque theme

continues with several ornate chapels and a fresco recording the 1693
earthquake. Bellini, Catani absareffiost f &
ash form) three Aragonese kings: Frederick I, Louis and Frederick I
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Mount Etnha

The power and romance of mount Etna, at 3,323m (almost 10,902ft) the
tallest active volcano in Europe, and undoubtedly the dominating feature
of the eastern part of Sicily have attracted the attention of travellers,
artists, poets and philosophers for centuries:

"From whose caverned depths aspire, In purest folds upwreathing, tost
Fountains of approachless fire-- by day a flood of smouldering smoke
With sullen gleam the torrents pour.” Pindar - about 470BC.
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MO Muna a(gitahe mountaino in | ocal

lives of those who live in its shadow: Its lava flows and dust clouds bring
destruction, but they also enrich the soil, making the lower slopes and
the surrounding plains some of the most fertile regions in Sicily, and
spawning vast expanses of vines and citrus plantation. The periodic
eruptions have been well documented through history, from the tales of
Pindar to the modern day. Recent eruptions have been spectacular in
their nature, though quite safe as they start far from inhabited areas.
Whenever Etna erupts, journalists and travellers are drawn from all over
the world to admire (from a safe distance) the unique sight of the
smoking craters and snaking lava flows, which are visible from miles
away. Hiking on Etna is a fabulous experience and you will get much
more from it if you take advantage of the knowledge of one of our
gualified guides. A cable car takes some of the sweat out of the trip up,
and the descent past the awe inspiring Valle del Bove with its deep
canyon of spent | ava fl ows is an
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There are two main points of departure for a trip on Etna: Etna Sud (la
Sapienza) from which you may either walk or take the cable car to
2,900m, from there it is a 2-4 hour round trip to the summit craters,
although there is no need to go that far to get a good feel for the majesty
of the mountain. The other point of departure is Etha Nord (Piano
Provenzana) from where you may walk or take buses up to the
observatory at 2,400m. You may walk to the summit craters from there.

Taormina

As soon as you arrive in Taormina, you will feel the magical, mythical
atmosphere spread all around which has enchanted visitors from all over
the world for years and years. Settled on a hill of the Monte Tauro,
Taormina dominates two grand, sweeping bays below and on the
southern side, the top of Mount Etna, the European highest active
volcano, often capped with snow, offering to the visitors a breathtaking,
dramatic and memorable view over almost one hundred miles of
Mediterranean sea.
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Taormina really seems to be born as a tourist resort since past times,
when ancient people like the Sicels, Greeks, Romans, Byzantines,
Saracens, Arabs, Normans and Spaniards chose it as their residential
site thank to its favourable position, mild climate and magic atmosphere.

Nowadays visitors <can stil!] find fin
ti mes: the splendi d GrMNauwmalchhei aateroe,, tthhe
century Palazzo Corvaja, the 13theh cen;

16th century Palace of the Dukes of Saint Stefano, the public gardens,
t he fiBadia Vecchiad (Ancient Abbey) ar
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3. The legend of Sicily

There are many ancient legend about our island, legends that tell of the
primitive men that lived here. One of these legends date from the
Byzantine rule and is called the Legend of Sicily. This legend was born to
give an explanation t o tahcent nasé wan
Trinacria T land of the three capes). It tells the story of a beautiful
Lebanese princess, whose name was Sicily. An oracle had predicted that
before she became 15 years old she was to leave her country alone in a
boat, and if she did not do so she would end up in the jaws of the
monster -efaGrnaelkt hat woul d have app
of the cat-monster. To avoid this terrible fate, upon the completion of the
fifteenth year of age of the princess, her parents, crying and desperate
with pain, put her in a boat and entrusted it to the waves. After three
months adrift at sea the poor princess Sicily believed that her life had
come to an end, since there was no more food or water. Her boat was
taken by good winds upon a gorgeous beach at the slopes of Etna i this
beach consisted of lumps lava and golden sand, full of flowers and fruits,
but completely deserted and lonely. The young princess was in despair
and cried until she no longer had tears, when suddenly a young beautiful
man appears next to hear, to give her comfort and love. The young boy
explained that the islanders had all died of plague, and that fate had
chosen him and princess Sicily to repopulate the island with a stronger
and kinder breed. Just him and her, two young and beautiful humans,,,
things could not have turned out better, and you can imagine how happy
they were. Sicily did indeed marry this young man, who was really
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capable and brave, with the looks of a true knight. Being now king of the
entire kingdom, a kingdom filled with so many treasures and with all that
that land was producing, he was glad and esteemed Sicily as the apple
of his eye. Because of this he wished to call their land Sicily, and this has
been itsd name ever since then.

Catania has got a particular symbol, a stone-made elephant. It is in the
main square of the city just in front of the cathedral dedicated to its
patron, Saint Agatha.

The elephant stands in the centre of the square and it seems to observe
the city and its inhabitants , who are very affectionated to it.

There are many legends linked to it, but there is one in particular which
sounds very fascinating. It tells us that in ancient times , when Catania
was firstly inhabited, some fierce animals threatened the city; so its
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inhabitants used the elephant (which was called Diotru) to make the
other animals go away. As a consequence in order to thank the elephant
people made a statue which represented it and which has become the
symbol of the city

4. Impressions

EMILIA (Poland)

One day at school, our teacher say me and my friend Susan, that 25™
October is the Comenius traveled to lItaly, Sicily. We were very happy,
because this is our first exchange in life. A few days later, it was time to
leave and we, three teachers met in the parking near the school,
because we had bus, which will take us to the airport in Pyrzowice. The
flight lasted two hours.

On-site picked me up from the airport and Zuzia family, with whom we
had to stay. The boy who hosted us was Andrea. He had two sisters

Roby and Fabry and nice parents J
Travel Book | Chapter 1



We walked to school together and listened to how lessons are conducted
in Italy. It was a bit different than in Poland, because the children were
sitting in jackets or hang them in the classroom and did not change
shoes!

One day we had planned exit of Mount Etna. It is a volcano in Sicily,
which every now and then poured lava. At the top was very cold and it
was showing! After returning home, saw through binoculars as the
volcano erupts. The first time | saw something so amazing. This view
was terrifying, but also beautiful and interesting.

Travel Book | Chapter 1



Also we visited the beautiful city of Taormina. We could buy something
or get something to eat. There were beautiful views and we saw the
Greek theater, which surely everyone loved it!
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In the evening we all met often together, played games and talked.
Sometimes we left the arcades, which had a great time. This trip was
great for me, because met many new people, their customs and culture. |
will never forget it. Dated 30" October we had to leave. The family came
with us to the airport where we said goodbye.

Travel Book | Chapter 1



Muhammet (Turkey)

Our ltaly started today. | was kind excited but ore on the plane
excitement was gone. Third time when we got off the plane one very
social and enthusiastic kid greeted first day we rested a lot and got rid of
jet lay. 2 nd day we went to sourer practice. That night they gave is a
welcome party. Next day our trips started went thus streets with old
buildings. They really care about old historic buildings. Tonight we went
to cu party as well and got very tired and went to sleep as soon as we
went home. Later an we were going to the etna volcano and a long trip
was ahead of us. Before going to etna we went to a place where the lava
from the volcano was. There were two kirks of volcanic ash. One was
very hard and the other one very soft. Eventually we dim bed the etna
volcano. The beauty of the etna volcano was making us forget all our
tiredness. We saw the craters in the mountain and it was beautiful. We
went to the arena in the last day of our visit.

It was time to go home. | was sad we were leaving here but happy. |
would see family again. | am glad we came they really took good care of
as, especially. | liked the family | stayed with and when they come to
turkey | will treat the best | can.

Travel Book | Chapter 1



Rl ME Y S(Rurkey)

While | was going to Italy. I got really tired. With the sincerely of Mariella
and Roberto | forgot my tiredness. From the beginning of this journey.
They treated us very kind. They changed their life styles and food for us.
their school is very funny and students are really lovely. Alessia,
Jenniferr, Melutzza, Antonella are the ones that | cannot forget. |
assumed sarah as my sister. She is so sweet and she really deserves to
be happy. Mariella is full of love and smiling. Silvia is just like coming out
of nutella.

5 days that | 6ve spent in Italytdas re:
and Mt. etna was fascinating during the journey. | enjoyed Mostly at Etna
we visited a lot of churches; Exploring other religions temples was
i nteresting. They wer e di fferent but
experienced gr eat merfoogetilthank eavdryapartof wo n ¢
these moments. Italy is absolutely magnificent with people, historical
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places, churches and schools. Also meeting people from Spain and
Poland is exciting | thank comenius project.

S| ME Y YThrkey)

Italians are very hospitable. Behavior towards us very good. They always
smiling and this very sweet. They changed their meals for us and food
was very nice. They show us historical places and really wonderful.
Countries have introduced a very nice. They were really good and we
broke up very quickly. Scholl teacher and students they treated very
sympathetic. We very like Mariella. We were like friends and very good.
We were lucky to be with this family. Roberto was also with us and
greeted nicely. | really like the school rules. Historical places and
shopping centre is very beautiful. Shopping malls and other places were
much attention to the environment. Mount Etna was very fun and
adventurous. The snow was too much it was so much fun and we were
playing in the snow our day evening we went to mount Etna . Mount Etna
burst and looks magical. There were there and it was delicious honey.

AHMETCAN (Turkey)

24.2013 we started the night journey. The journey took about 6 hours we
arrived in italy at the end. Italy will stay in the home and Agostino met
with Andrea. We went home with his mother and sister met. The first day
passed like. We got up and went the school on the morning of
25.11.2013. schools was very nice and very kind of school children
greeted vs. and 1 in the school gym meeting was held. We went bode
home often spending time playing. They took vs to a party in the
evening. | had all the kids at the party end celebrating this night we
finished. 26.11.2013 we went to school in the morning and from there we
went to a store with a service from Etnapolis. There was something very
large and very beautiful place locatedinEt napol i s 206l have
we returned to our house. 27.11.2013 morning we got up and went to
school on a bus after a while we went to mount Etna volcano. There had
and still have many volcanic stones was on erupting volcano. We
returned home and finished today.28.11.2013 we went to school in the
morning and take a bus from Taormina, the places we visited were very
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interesting place. There we visited the shopping centers and historical
places and had so much fun.29.11.2013 end of the morning and
everyone was sool to Italy by the time we went to the airport at 10:00 |
am very sorry and we hugged goodbye and they treated us very well.
Thank you very much four everything.

LUCIA (Spain)

;ea:m mml ogm sxlgz.K Tt md.'fo mee sun
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CELIA (Spain)
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JOSE MARIA (Spain)
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JUAN MANUEL (Spain)
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Chapter 2

Poland

1. About Poland

Poland, officially the Republic of Poland (Polish: Rzeczpospolita
Polska, is a country in Central Europe bordered by Germany to the west;
the Czech Republic and Slovakia to the south; Ukraine and Belarus to
the east; and the Baltic Sea, Kaliningrad Oblast (a Russian exclave) and
Lithuania to the north. The total area of Poland is 312,679 square
kilometres (120,726 sq mi), making it the 71st largest country in the
world and the 9th largest in Europe. With a population of over
38.5 million people, Poland is the 34th most populous country in the
world, the sixth most populous member of the European Union, and the
most populous post-communist member of the European Union. Poland
IS a unitary state divided into 16 administrative subdivisions.

Dtegrbegn  SWEDEN f\ Vilnks T

BELARUS

UKRAINE

UKRAIME

SLOVAKIA

Many historians trace the establishment of a Polish state to 966, when
Mieszko 1,! ruler of a territory roughly coextensive with that of present-day
Poland, converted to Christianity. The Kingdom of Poland was founded
in 1025, and in 1569 it cemented a longstanding political association with
the Grand Duchy of Lithuania by signing the Union of Lublin, forming the
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Polishi Lithuanian Commonwealth. The Commonwealth gradually
ceased to exist in the years 17721 1795, when the Polish territory was
partitioned among Prussia, the Russian Empire, and Austria. Poland
regained its independence (as the Second Polish Republic) at the end of
World War 1, in 1918.

Two decades later, in September 1939, World War Il started with the
invasions of Poland by Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union (as part of
the Molotovi Ribbentrop Pact). More than six million Polish citizens died
in the war. In 1944, a Soviet-backed Polish provisional government was
formed which, after a period of conflict, falsified a referendum and an
election, giving rise to a satellite state of the Soviet Union, Polish
Republic (Rzeczpospolita Polska), renamed to the People's Republic of
Poland (Polska Rzeczpospolita Ludowa) in 1952. During the Revolutions
of 1989, Poland's Marxisti Leninist government was overthrown and
Poland adopted a new constitution establishing itself as a democracy
under the name Rzeczpospolita Polska, often referred to as the "Third
Polish Republic” (Il Rzeczpospolita).

Zawiercie is a city in the Silesian Voivodeship of southern Poland with

51880 inhabitants (2011). It is situated in the Kr akCami st oc howa
Upland near the source of the Warta River. The city has also historically

been known by the names Zaveyurchy, Zavertse, Zavirtcha and
Zavyerche. The town lies near the historical region of Silesia, but

belongs to Lesser Poland. In 1945, it was made a part of the Katowice
Voivodeship. Zawiercie is home to a sports club Warta Zawiercie,
established in 1921.
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Zawiercie, even though currently associated with Silesia, belongs to
Lesser Poland. The town lies near the source of the Warta river, and its
name probably comes from the location. The inhabitants of the ancient

vill age of Kromog-w, to reach another
the river, would go behind the Warta, or in Polish - z a  WaRramrthe
perspective of Kr omog - w, Zawi ercie |

town is a gateway to the Polish Jura, where several castles, which used
to defend western border of Lesser Poland, are located.
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Zawiercie has the area of 85 square kilometers, and until 1945, the town
was administratively Kelced with Lesser

It is located along the Warsawi Vienna railway, and is a road hub, on the
National Road Nr. 78.
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2. Trips

The trail of the eagle's nests

The area |lying bet ween Krak-w and C.
Cznstochowa Upl and, i's one of the mos
the cradle of Polish culture.

The cradle of Polish culture, comprising more landmarks than any other
place in the country, is located amidst beautiful hills covered with forests,
picturesque limestone monadnocks, creates an impression of
extraordinary harmony between man and the environment. In the distant
past, the first human settlements were established in Silesia and Lesser
Poland and at the beginning of the second millennium the first fortresses
were built, which were to protect the trade routes in the emerging Piast
state.
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The Castle in Bobolice

The Bobolice castle is located on a picturesque, rocky hill. It is one of the
most famous fortresses lying along the Trail of the Eagles' Nests, in the
center of -@zres tkorcahkoowa Upl and. The <cas
than a half hour walk from the twin foc

——
ey
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There are also trails for longer hikes towards the area of the
Rzndkowice and Kroczycze Rocks and o
Upland. The castle is an example of the building which after centuries of

being a ruin was rebuilt in modern times.

The Castle Iin Mir- -w

Undoubtedly, it is one of the most beautiful monuments on the Trail of
Eagles' Nests. A monumental castle building lies on a hill. For some its
shape resembles a boat. In spite of many years of being in ruins it is still
fairly impressive. The Mirowska fortress is one of the oldest fortifications
ofthe Kr akCawmst ochowa Upl and. We Kknow t he
was erected in the mid-fourteenth century, during the reign of Casimir the

Great.
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Podzamcze. The Ruins of Ogrodzieniec Castle in Podzamcze.

Ogrodzieniec Castle i s t hvweCzlnasrtgoecshto wazs
Upland and, undoubtedly, one the most beautiful castles in Poland. It is

located on Mount Janowski at the heart of the Upland. Fantastic rock
formations, which were used to construct the castle, make the majestic

ruins even more picturesque. The castle is situated in the central part of

the Polish Jura and it is easy to get there. The red marked Eagles' Nests

Trail runs nearby.
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Kr ak- - w

Kr a k (Cnacow) is the second largest and one of the oldest cities in

Poland. Situated on the Vistula River (Polish: Wi s) ¢h éhe Lesser Poland

region, the city dates back to the 7th century. Kr ak - w has tradi
been one of the leading centres of Polish academic, cultural, and artistic

life and is one of Poland's most important economic hubs. It was the

capital of Poland from 1038 to 1569; the Polishi Lithuanian
Commonwealth from 1569 to 1596; Fr ee Ci t y fronf 181 toa k - w
1846; the Grand Duchy of Cracow from 1846 to 1918; and Kr a k - w
Voivodeship from the 14th century to 1999. It is now the capital of the

Lesser Poland Voivodeship.
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The city has grown from a Stone Age settlement to Poland's second
most important city. It began as a hamlet on Wawel Hill and was already
being reported as a busy trading centre of Slavonic Europe in 965. With
the establishment of new universities and cultural venues at the
emergence of the Second Polish Republic in 1918 and throughout the
20t h century, Krak-w reaffirmed
and artistic centre. The city has a population of approximately 760,000
whereas about 8 million people live within a 100 kilometres (62 miles)
radius of its main square.

Krak-w's historic centre, whizandthe
Wawel Castle, was included as the first of its kind on the list of UNESCO
World Heritage Sites in 1978. The Old Town (Polish: Stare Miasto) is the
most prominent example of an old town in the country. For many
centuri es Kheadyal sapital afsPoland, until Sigismund Il
Vasa relocated the court to Warsaw in 1596. The whole district is
bisected by the Royal Road, the coronation route traversed by the Kings
of Poland. The Route begins at St. Florian's Church outside the northern
flank of the old city-walls in the medieval suburb of Kleparz; passes the
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Bar bi c an wdHarbaKan)abkilt in 1499, and enters Stare Miasto

through the Florian Gate. |t | eads down Fl ori a@EsKk:
Main Square, and up Grodzka to Wawel, the former seat of Polish

royalty, overlooking the Vistula river. Old Town attracts visitors from all

over the Wor |l d. entkerissoke ointhell3 m@ates in Patandc

that are included in the UNESCO World Heritage Sites. The architectural

design of the Old Town had survived all cataclysms of the past and

retained its original form coming from the medieval times. The Old Town
district of Krak-w is home to about s
than two million works of art. Its rich variety of historic architecture

includes Gothic, Renaissance and Baroque buildings.

Krak-w's palaces, churches, theatres ¢
of color, architectural details, stained glass, paintings, sculptures, and
furnishings.
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Wieliczka Salt Mine

The only salt mine in the world preserved in such pristine condition and
placed on the original UNESCO list of the World Heritage Sites ! 135
meters underground! Visited by more than 1 million tourists a year.

"The historic Salt Mine in Wieliczka is the only site in the world where
mining has continued since the Middle Ages. Lying on nine levels, its
original excavations (longitudinals, traverses, chambers, lakes, as well
as lesser and major shafts) stretch for the total of 300 kilometres:
reaching the depth of 327 metres they illustrate all the stages of the
development of the mining technology over time." - the quotation comes
from the justification of entering the Wieliczka Salt Mine into UNESCOQO's
1st World List of Cultural and Natural Heritage on 8th September, 1978
together with 11 other sites from all over the world.
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The mine is also notable for a long tradition of tourism. The famous
breath-taking site has been visited over the centuries by Nicolaus
Copernicus, Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, Alexander von Humboldt,
Dimitri Mendeleev, Boleslaw Prus, Ignacy Paderewski, Pope John Paul
[I, and crowned heads of state, not to mention millions of people from all
over the world. Included in the tour is a stunning "underground town" with
lakes, passages, and the marvelous St Kinga chapel.

Koszncin

Castl e i n-pdasescomiptex imthe classical style located in the
center of Kosznci n. The current head
Ensemble "$I Nsk". The castle was buil
former glory. The castle has so far organized various events and
conferences. The castle surrounded by a park, which is now a dozen

species of protected plants and animals.

$1| Nsk Song and Ofallmanme: PElishsNatiomal Song and

Dance Ensemble "$§I Nsk" i n  mmrRolishy of
Zesp-§ PieSni i Ta@Eca " $I) Nohke"of them. St
largest Polish folk ensembles. It was founded on 1 July 1953 by

Stani sgaw Hadyna anSiesia(s" ilaheld" Jafrtegi drr
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